Stop the killer: how to inhibit the anthrax lethal factor metalloprotease.
Inhalation of anthrax spores rapidly develops into a deadly bacteraemia and toxaemia. Anthrax toxins include the lethal factor (LF), a mitogen-activated protein kinase (MAPK)-kinase-specific metalloprotease, which acts in the cell cytosol and plays a major part in anthrax pathogenesis. Recently, screening methods have led to the discovery of LF inhibitors that are membrane permeable. This will pave the way for design of novel anthrax therapeutics that are capable of inhibiting the metalloprotease activity of LF in vivo.